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New look for your local news! 
Police Community Support Officers Update 

Since our last update we have been busy 
with all sorts of things.  Lorraine is 
concentrating on security issues with the 
elderly - making visits to ensure that door 
chains are being used correctly and reiterating 
Bogus Callers and their modes of entry into 
properties. This has enabled interaction, 
renewed security and lots of cups of tea. 

Anne has recently done some training so 
she can now go into the Infant Schools and 
deliver key stage 1 lessons to reception and 
year 1 classes, this will take her into St 
Josephs School and Hertford Infants School.  
We are still having big problems with parents 
who still think it is OK to drop off and pick up 
their children from the zig-zag lines outside the 
schools.  These two schools are keeping Anne 
extremely busy with enforcement from NCP. 

We would love to see more parents walking 
their children to school, as a lot of parents don’t 
realise the risk and the danger that this 
behaviour poses to the children. Just a quick 
reminder - as the summer is approaching fast 
help us by reducing the risk of burglary in 
Hollingdean by remembering all the things 
burglars love best, like open windows, keys in 
doors, garages open, side gates open and 
even a nice cat flap! As always any problems 
please do not hesitate to call us, your police 
Community support officers, Anne Fosbury and 
Lorraine Pickett at the Community Centre, 
Thompson Road, 01273 294820 or to report 
crime on 999 or non emergency number 0845 
6070999. 

Hollingdean News has had a make over. 
This issue is the first with a new layout.  In 

order to make HN easier to produce, it has been 
redesigned by local resident Stella.  This means 
that, rather relying on specialist skills, more 
volunteers can be involved with compiling the 
newsletter – and share the workload. 

For the last three years, editing and compiling 
HN has largely been down to one person, Emily.  
We would like to say a big thank you for all the 
hard work that she has put in.   

Everyone involved in HN are volunteers and 
local residents, and as always, we would like to 
hear from you.  

Let us know what you think of the new look, 
your news and views or anything else for the next 
issue by contacting: 
hollingdeannews@hotmail.com or 07963 301570. 

Congratulations to Hertford Junior School who 
scooped the School Grounds Biodiversity 
Award at Brighton & Hove City Councils Green 
Oscars! They were also Breathing Place of the 
month in the May BBC Brighton newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday 19 July 

Kids’ Parade (10:30am)  
Hog Roast (from noon) 

Youth vs Police footy 
Assault course 

Live bands (‘til late) 
Bouncing fun & games 

And much more… 
Sunday 20 July 
10:30am – 6pm 
Fun Dog Day 
Show / racing / agility 
World foods 
Live bands 
Kids’ fun and games 
 

Hollingdean Park - Lynchet Close 
Come and join in the fun! 

ARTISTS’ OPEN HOUSE IN HOLLINGDEAN 
Our house in Hollingdean Terrace has been open 
again during the Brighton Festival, showing the 
work of ten artists in textiles, wood, ceramics, glass 
and painting. We’ll be opening again in December. 
We’ve enjoyed doing it. Clearing space and putting 
up the exhibition takes some work but it’s great fun! 
It would be great if a few more artists in Hollingdean 
opened their homes too, and bring some more 
visitors into our area to enjoy our artwork. If you 
would like to talk about what is involved, please get 
in touch with us on 700157 and we’d be happy to 
share our experience.                   Ian and Deborah 



Hollingdeanhistory … your local heritage 

How St Josephs Catholic school came to Hollingdean 

St Josephs School 
The original school serving 
the Parish of St Josephs Elm 
Grove fronted onto Milton 
Road, off Elm Grove 

The building had originally 
been both church and school, 
before the church was replaced 
by a much bigger and grander 
building at the bottom of the hill. 
A small site 

The school registers began in 
1880 with 17 children, paying 2d 
a week for Infants and 3d for 
Juniors, these numbers grew to 
152 by 1893. The school was 
always regarded as too small, 
on a site with absolutely no room 
to expand. By 1932 there were 
198 pupils using a large room 
partitioned into two and a small 
infants classroom. The outside 
area was a long narrow yard 
with only 4 toilets. A pupil at the 
time recalled that playtime and 
dinner times involved playing in 
the then two way road outside – 
although the little traffic there 
was horse drawn or bicycles. 
Only much later were “road 
closed” signs used during 
playtime! 
Short of space 

Being short of room space 
craft lessons had to be taken 
elsewhere such as St Lukes 
school and once a week the 
boys walked up to the Race hill 
for games. In order for the whole 
school to assemble together the 
heavy partitions between 
classrooms had to be pulled 
back and the rooms rearranged. 

There were no facilities for 
school dinners so pupils took 
packed lunches or money to buy 
food outside – “one pennyworth 
of chips, a half penny bread roll 
and a half penny left to spend on 
sweets”! 

Plans for a new school 
 As early as 1903 the school 
managers report included many 
concerns about the facilities at 
this “happy in spirit” but 
overcrowded school.  

Condemned as unsuitable in 
1908 it was however to be 
nearly 50 years before the much 
needed replacement school was 
finally built. 

Miss Clark Head in 1946 
commented “our school building 
may look poor but we are rich in 
talent”. 

The “new” St Josephs school  
opened in January 1956 at the 
Davey Drive site, on the newly 
developed Hollingdean Estate. It 
was the first new build Roman 
Catholic school in Brighton (all 
others having started in existing 
buildings) at a total cost of 
£52,000. 
The Local Authority had made 
the site available for a seven 
classroom school to be built but 
initially only three of these were 
allocated for the Catholic school. 
The other four were used by the 
also overcrowded Hertford Road 
First school, to house their 
Junior year groups, as the new 
housing estate had increased 
demand for school places. 

The site effectively operated as 
two schools, with two 
Headteachers. The sharing also 
included  the playground across 
which a line was drawn - a pupil 
recalls it was “a major operation 
to retrieve a ball that strayed 
over the line!” The St Josephs 
Infants classes remained at the 
old Milton Road school for the 
next 5 years, until they too were 
able to move up in 1961 when 
the Hertford children vacated to 
move to their new Hertford 
Junior school. 

For the first St Josephs 
pupils, many of whom lived in 
Elm Grove, the new journey to 
school was a dramatic change 
and a bus ride away. But the 
effort was worth it with the large 
hall and playground “so different 
from the tiny space on the old 
site”. 

Joy Whittam 
 
Did you go to St Josephs 
School? Have you any 
memories to share for another 
article? If so please contact 
hollingdeannews@hotmail.com 
or 07963 301570 

School Percussion Band 1933 
Photo courtesy of St Josephs 

School collection



Hollingdeangardening … get green fingered! 

Gardening advice from Diana Best – local gardener 

Flowers fantastic in June and July 
Summer is off to a confusing 

start, so make sure any newly 
planted bedding , pots or 
vegetables get a daily watering. 
Established plants in the border 
should only need occasional 
watering.  

Keep deadheading annuals  
to prolong flowering. Prune 
shrubs like weigela and 
philadelphus after flowering. 
This can be done by pruning out 
up to a third of the older thicker 
stems.  

‘Tis the season to get sowing  
- pretty much anything! Lettuce, 
radish, peas, beans, carrots, 
beetroot, courgette and marrow. 
Leave room for salad crops to 
be sown in 2 weekly intervals to 
provide a continuous supply 
through summer.  

Plant tomato and cucumber 
plants into their growing position 
and pinch out tomato side 
shoots on cordons. Tomatoes 
benefit from a weekly feed once 
flowers set as this will improve 
your crop (as does regular 
watering). Erratic watering 
causes the fruit to split. Remove 
any male cucumber flowers (no 
tiny cucumber forming behind 
flower) to prevent bitter tasting 
cucumbers.  

Early potatoes can be lifted 
and shallots can be left to dry 
off. Water onion bulbs if very hot 
and apply fertiliser to help fatten 
bulbs. Pop straw under 
strawberries to protect fruit from 
slugs. 
Apples are due a summer 
prune in July.  

Cut back new side shoots to 
within 3 buds of main stem to 
encourage bigger fruit buds next 
year. Help thin out overcrowded 
apples if the ‘June drop’ hasn’t 
taken care of this.  

Lawns need to be mown 
weekly now. 

 If very hot, raise the height of 
the cutting blade by one setting 
as this will be less stressful on 
the grass. Lawn fertiliser (and 
weed killer) can be applied now, 
but ensure grass is wet before 
doing so. Hedges such as privet 
and box can be clipped, but wait 
until August to clip yew hedges. 

Take semi-ripe cuttings of 
pinks, lavender, honeysuckle 
and other shrubs and perennials  
using sharp secateurs or a 
penknife. Cuttings need to be 
around 4 inches long, strip off 
lower leaves and place around 
edge of pots around filled with 
free draining compost.  

Aid root growth by putting in 
heated propagators or cover pot 
with a plastic bag and small 
twigs to keep bag off foliage. 

Small trees for Hollingdean 
gardens: 

Corylus maxima ‘Purpurea’ 
(Filbert) a rich purple leaved 
hazel with lovely ribbed leaves,  
edible nuts in autumn and purple 
catkins in winter. Grows to 20 
feet in sun or part shade. 

Robina pseudoacacia ‘Frisia’ 
(False Acacia) Acid yellow 
fronds of pe- like leaves turning 
deeper green in summer. Likes 
full sun and grows to 20 feet but 
can be pruned to keep smaller. 

Crataegus oxyacantha 
‘Rosea Flore Pieno’ (Hawthorn) 
A variety of hawthorn but less 
thorny! Lovely double pink 
flowers in May – June followed 
by orange berries in autumn. 
Grows to 18 feet in sun or part 
shade. White and red flowering 
varieties also available. 

Happy gardening! 

Friends of Hollingbury and 
Burstead Woods 

Volunteers needed for next work sessions - all welcome! 
Next sessions: 10am Sat June 7 and Sat August 2. 

We will be pruning trees, maintaining paths and clearing 
litter. Come and look after your local woodland, get some fresh 
air and help the environment on your doorstep. Wear sturdy 
footwear. Gloves and tools provided. 

 Meet at 10am at the stone barn just beyond the four 
Roedale Cottages, in the road which leads to the west entry to 
the Roedale allotments.   

Even if you can only make an hour or so, it’s still worth 
coming. Call Gillian 505060 or Adrian 508620 for further 
details.  Call Gillian on 07719 943237 on the day if lost! 

 
 Directions and map available at  http://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/index.cfm?request=b1145564.  Information about the 
group and future dates is at http://www.fhbw.org.uk 



Hollingdeansports … your guide to healthy living locally 

Sports activities and other events 

Hollingdean Running 
Sisters do TAKEPART! 

Sport and physical 
activity events 
Festival football match v 
Police 
19th July 11am -10pm Hollingdean 
Park 
Hollingdean Community Festival 
including a football match and 
assault course for kids.  
  
Football match 1.30-3.30 - 
Sussex Police vs Young 
People  
This is the 4th year we have run this 
football match, the Young People 
have not yet won and are 
determined that this will be the year! 
 All the young people that take part 
receive a medal and the match 
winners get a trophy.   
We are holding training sessions 
over the 4 weeks running up to the 
event. If young people want to play 
on the day they must attend at least 
one of these sessions. 
All training at Hollingdean Park. 
Thurs 26 June:  
7-12s 6-7pm 
13-18s 7-8pm  
Thurs 3 July:  
7-12s 6-7pm 
13-18s 7-8pm  
Thurs 10 July:  
7-12s 6-7pm 
13-18s 7-8pm  
Thurs 17 July:  
7-12s 6-7pm 
13-18s 7-8pm  
 
Yoga for all 
Yoga is still taking place in the 
summer term at Hollingdean 
Community Centre  
Mondays 1.45-2.45 starting 2nd 
June 
Pay for 4 weeks in advance £20 / 
£16 concessions  
A great way to relax and unwind, 
improves physical and mental 
health. 
 
For more information contact 
Rhiannon Johns, 01273 293458 / 
07795335865 
 
To find out more about sports 
activities and clubs visit  
:http://www.activeforlife.org.uk  

 

I don’t consider myself a runner. 
I am not fit, hate getting sweaty 
and don’t own any lycra, yet in 
January this year I joined the 
Hollingdean Running Sisters 
Beginners group. To my relief I 
found the group included women 
of all shapes, sizes, ages and 
levels of fitness and experience. 
The one thing we had in 
common was that we were going 
to give running a go. 

I am really glad I joined. My 
fitness has definitely improved – 
I don’t think twice about sprinting 
for a bus now. My general levels 
of energy are up too – I feel 
more lively, yet I am sleeping 
better too. I have met some 
lovely people and had a lot of 
interesting chats and laughs as 
we make our way around the 
streets and fields of Hollingdean 
and Fiveways. 

We meet once a week and 
run (and walk!) for between 
40mins to an hour, either on the 
street, or over the beautiful 
Downs at the back of 
Hollingdean Park. No equipment 
is needed, although you would 
be wise to get some running 
trainers. It is good if you can get 
out more than once a week, but 
the running ‘homework’ is not 
compulsory! 

Joining the group was a big 
step for me – could I do it? 
Would people laugh at how unfit 
I was? However, with the 
guidance of our excellent 
running leader Alix, past course 
members acting as stewards, 
and the support of the 20 or so 
women who come each week, I 
don’t think those thoughts 
anymore. I would suggest to 
anyone even vaguely 
considering it, to come along to 
our group and take a chance – 
you may surprise yourself! 

Our current 10 week course 
finishes in June and to celebrate 
our progress we are planning to 
take part in the Hollingdean 
Festival 5k Family Fun Run - 
this is part of the Takepart 
sports festival taking place in 
Brighton and Hove this summer. 

Please come and join us, 
walkers and runners of all ages 
are more than welcome and 
money raised will go to sports 
equipment for local schools. 
We’ll be running over the 
beautiful downland north of 
Hollingdean. 

 
A Hollingdean Running Sister  
 
(For more information on Running 
Sisters contact Alix details below ) 

Hollingdean Festival 5km Family Fun Run 

 

Sunday 6th July @ Hollingdean Park - 11am  
Entrance fee £2 (or £3 on the day) 
To register contact Alix for an application form 
on 07747 803761 
Alix.mercerrees3@ntlworld.com

Or contact Rhiannon for more details 01273 
293458 / 07795 335865 

www.takepartbrightonandhove.com/ 

mailto:Alix.mercerrees3@ntlworld.com
http://www.activeforlife.org.uk/


 Hollingdeanchildren & youth 
Activities, news and information 

New Youth Hub for Hollingdean 
What a stressful day! The sun 
has been shining all week – 
and exams are stopping me 
enjoying the sun as much as I 
want to.  

 On the other hand, that’s life 
for us poor teenagers, isn’t it? At 
the moment it just seems to be 
exam after exam. 

The reason I brought up the 
subject of stress, is because I’m 
sure it’s something we can all 
relate to. Trouble is, there just 
seems to be so many things that 
can cause stress levels to zoom 
to the top of the scale, So, when 
I heard about the opening of the 
new Dip Office, I felt my stress 
levels whooshing back down, 
and decided not to lie on the 
floor in despair. The bonus is 
that all help can be found under 
one roof; literally just around the 
corner.  

The Dip Office, has now re-
opened and is now dedicated 
to helping Hollingdean’s 
teenagers, by the creation of 
some important new schemes. 

For starters, we should count 
ourselves very lucky! 
Hollingdean is one of the first 
places in the City to have a 
‘youth hub’.  It’s full of people 
keen to help with any problems 
that are causing us to 
completely ‘stress out’.  

There are Connexions 
advisors, who can help both with 
career choices, such as 
employment opportunities, and 
with further educational advice.  
There are also youth workers 
who can help with general day to 
day life problems, and sexual 
health workers, who you can talk 
to privately on personal matters. 
Furthermore, as if that was not 
enough, housing workers can 

advise on housing situations, 
and there are counsellors 
especially trained to deal with 
many of ‘youths’ problems. 
So if you are feeling a bit 
down, finding life’s journey a 
bit tough at the moment, or 
just think ‘oh my God’ I need 
someone to talk to, then come 
on down. 

 It is as easy as pie to speak 
to somebody, either just pop in 
as you are passing and make an 
appointment; or you can ring the 
Hollingdean Youth Project on 
295299. What more could we 
really ask for? Apart from a ban 
on the amount of exams one 
person can take?! 

 
 
Laura, HN  Youth Reporter 

Hertford Infant & 
Nursery School news 

Fantastic news! We are 
very proud to  have 
achieved the highest award 
in the national Eco School 
scheme - the Green Flag.  
After all our recent building 
works the reception classes 
garden and play area are 
open again, but the children 
are very sad as rubbish 
gets thrown over the fence 
into this area. The children 
would really appreciate it if 
this could stop happening! 
The Hertford Infants & 
Nursery school summer fair 
is on Friday 27 June from 
2-3pm in the main 
playground and all are 
welcome! For further 
information please 
telephone the school on 
01273 552931. 

Playbus in 
Hollingdean park! 

A new mobile play project is 
offering free children’s play 
activities across the city. 
A dedicated team of 
playworkers from CYPT 
have begun a programme 
of play sessions using a 
playbus in parks and open 
spaces including Brentwood 
Rd park. 
Session times at Brentwood 
Rd park are 3.30-5.00pm 
on Wed 4 June, Wed 18 
June and Wed 2 July. 
There is also a half day 
session on Mon 18 August. 
For more information contact 
Paul Waller on 292733 email: 

paul.waller@brighton-
hove.gov.uk. 

Discoverers News 
Discoverers from 
Hollingdean Community 
Church enjoyed a medieval 
banquet at St Richards. The 
youngsters enjoyed 
dressing up, decorating the 
hall and lots of authentic 
food!  

 
 We are busy planning our 
next project. If you are aged 
7-14 and are interested in 
joining Discoverers, contact 
Lin 242316 or Jan 418435 
for further details.



Hollingdeanguide … your guide to what’s on in Hollingdean 

June and July 2008 
To add, remove or update an event, please email hollingdeannews@hotmail.com 

Mondays 
Children’s Centre (Sure Start) 
All day: Midwife antenatal clinic 
(tel. 295623) 
9.30am-1pm: Smoking cessation 
10-11.30am: Child health clinic 
Tiny Tinklers music group: 
   1.15-1.45pm: Baby sessions 
   2-2.30pm: Toddler sessions 
First Mon of the month: Job Centre Plus 
Hertford Junior School 
6.30-8pm: Gymnastic Club, girls only, 
vault, floor & beam (tel. 07795 008772) 
Hollingdean Community Centre 
1.45-2.45pm: Yoga (book on 293458) 
6-8pm: Youth forum, 12-18 years 
Preston Park cycle track 
5.30-8.30pm: St Peter’s Cricket Club: 
Kids’ practice, 7-14 years (tel. Kevin 
550801 or 07982 250608) 
St Richard’s Church 
9.30am: Morning prayer 
10am: Said Mass and coffee morning 

Tuesdays 
8 Shenfield Way 
10.15-11.45am: Pregnant mums and 
under ones 
10.30am-12noon: Baby and you, for 
mums-to-be or of babies up to one year, 
fun taster sessions 
1-2.30pm, term time only: Young 
parents’ group 
Children’s Centre (Sure Start) 
All day: Midwife antenatal clinic  
(tel. 295623) 
10am-1pm: Pregnancy yoga and 
postnatal yoga 
3-6pm: Energise affordable holistic 
therapies scheme: acupuncture and 
shiatsu massage (tel. 509962) 
Once a month: Cranial osteopathy  
(tel. 295803) 
Crossway 
4.30-5.30pm: Mobile library 
Hollingdean Community Centre 
12.30-2.15pm: Kiddiwinks 
7.30-9.30pm: Line dancing, £4  
(tel. 07973 814185) 
Hollingdean Terrace 
2.30-4.15pm: Mobile library 
Moulsecoomb Forest Garden & 
Wildlife Project 
10am-5pm: Drop-in work day 
Preston Park cycle track 
6pm till dusk: St Peter’s Cricket Club: 
Men’s practice (tel. Simon 07971 
917524) 
St Matthias’ Church 
6-7pm: FireCracker boxing club, 7-15 
years, £2 (tel. Rhiannon 293458) 
St Richard’s Church 
8.30am: Morning prayer 
9am: Said Mass 
12.30-2.45pm: Evergreens over 50s 
club: fortnightly meals, outings & more 
(tel. Arlene 559996) 
7-8pm: Discoverers youth group 

Wednesdays 
Children’s Centre (Sure Start) 
11am-1pm: 3 mile health walk to 
Hollingbury Hillfort 
Birth stories: midwife support following 
difficult births, partners welcome 
(tel. 295268) 
Twice a month: Homeopathy 
(tel. 295803) 
1-2.30pm: Baby massage 
Hollingdean Community Centre 
6-7pm: Junior youth club, 8-11 years 
Laburnum Grove 
3-4pm: Extend: exercise for less mobile 
people: £1 (ring warden’s bell) 
St Richard’s Church 
11am: Said Mass 
4-5.30pm: Drama group with Poppy, 11-
16 years 
7-9pm: Whist club, new members 
welcome, £1.50 inc. refreshments 

Thursdays 
8 Shenfield Way 
9.45-11.30am: Parent & toddler group 
Children’s Centre (Sure Start) 
All day: Midwife antenatal clinic  
(tel. 295623)  
Morning: Working links, Treehouse Café 
10-11.30am: Toy library 
10.30am-12pm: Boobalicious breast-
feeding drop-in, Treehouse Café with 
health visitors 
Hertford Infants School 
3.05-5pm: Art club for 5-7 year olds, £2 
(tel. 506929)  
Hertford Junior School 
8.45am: Parents’ coffee morning 
6.30-8pm: Gymnastic club, girls only, 
vault, floor & beam (tel. 07795 008772)  
Hollingdean Community Centre 
5-6.30pm: Drama group with Poppy 
Hollingdean Park 
7-8pm: Hollingdean Football Club 
training, 11-16 years, £1 (tel. Rhiannon 
293458) 
St Richard’s Church 
6pm: Evening prayer 
6.30pm: Said Mass; Requiem Mass first 
Thursday of the month 
7pm till finish: Choir practice 

Fridays 
Children’s Centre (Sure Start) 
9.15am: Midwife postnatal clinic  
(tel. 295623) 
Hollingdean Community Centre 
7.30pm: Surge, 12-18 year olds 
(tel. 311216) 
Hertford Infants School 
9-10am: Parent & carer coffee 
morning/biscuit club, pre-schoolers 
welcome (tel. 552931) 
Moulsecoomb Forest Garden & 
Wildlife Project 
11am-3pm: Drop-in work day 
 
 

Saturdays 
Hollingdean Community Centre 
First Saturday of the month 11am-
12noon: Councillors’ advice surgeries 
(tel. Jeane Lepper 291169, Pat Hawkes 
291159, Tehm Framroze 291156) 
Lower Roedale Allotment 
10am-12noon: Store hut open 
Roedale Valley Allotment 
9.30am-12noon: Store hut open 
St Richard’s Church 
1-2.30pm fortnightly: Lunch club, two-
course meal & tea/coffee, £3  
(tel. Arlene 559996) 

Sundays 
Crown & Anchor Pub 
8.30 for 9pm: Brighton Singers’ folk club 
Hollingdean Community Centre 
10.30am: Community Church: family 
service, children’s activities, 
refreshments (tel. 242316) 
Moulsecoomb Forest Garden & 
Wildlife Project 
1-5pm: Drop-in workday 
Roedale Valley Allotment 
9.-9.45am: Store hut open 
St Richard’s Church 
10.30am: Sung Mass: first Sunday of 
the month, Mass for the whole family 

Locations 
Children’s Centre Hollingdean 
Brentford Road.  
Hertford School 
Infants and Junior, Hertford Road. 
Telephone: 552931 
Hollingdean Community Centre 
Thompson Road. Tel: 236160 
Laburnhum Grove 
Off Burstead Close 
Lower Roedale Allotment 
Off Lynchet Close Tel: 504977 
Moulsecoomb Forest Garden & 
Wildlife Project 
Allotments at the bottom of Crispin 
Way behind the station 
Roedale Valley Allotment 
Off Golf Drive 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Davey Drive. Tel: 556607 
St Richard’s Church 
Beal Crescent. Tel: 507723 
SureStart Centre 
Lynchet Close 


